
OUR NEW ASK-21 B “DN” TAKES TO THE AIR | FIRST FLIGHT - FF Editor
“DN” took the sky's from 2OH9 on Saturday June 28th after a dedication ceremony in the main hanger 
attended by around 40 members and lead by SSD President Andrew Breeze-Stringfellow complete with 
a bottle of champagne. Thankfully the bottle was not opened by breaking it against the sailplane. In the 
front seat was long time member  John Murray who was the impetus behind getting our new ASK-21. In 
the back was Larry Kirkbride, representing Dieter Schmidt. Larry was probably very much enjoying the 
extra room that is provided for the 6’+ folks in our club. Note that the contest letters of DN stand for 
Dieter S. and Norm (Leet) in honor of 
their major funding contributions to 
the purchase of the sailplane.

Many comments where heard about 
how nice the ship looks. We are sure 
that AS gave it the extra buff as the 
board decided to honor Uli Kremer’s 
request to display the plane at the 
prestigious AERO Friedrichshafen 
show in Germany. Our ASK B fuse 
shared the floor with their latest and 
greatest AS 33 Me. With that use we 
have ended up with one of the best 
looking ASK-21 B’s, possibly in the 
world. It was probably brought back 
over to the AS shop and cleaned and 
spruced up to within an inch of its life 
and boy does it show. You can look down the wings and fuse and see nothing but concentric non-

intersecting reflections 
everywhere on the ship. 
It just looks plain 
spectacular.

The with the thermals 
not quite yet kicking off, 
the first flight lasted 
about twenty minutes. 
John and Larry reported 
that the controls were 
very smooth and had 
zero lash. It even had 
that brand new car smell 
to it.
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DN on the way to the line - Jack Derrickson

Members take a close look at “DN” - Jack Derrickson

UPCOMING EVENTS
• July 6 – 11 – Youth Education Week (YEW) Camp, CCSC
• August 2 – SSD/CCSC Board Meeting, 10 AM to 12:00 AM, CCSC Clubhouse
• August 16 – Potluck (3rd Saturday) Bring a Dish, share food and stories!
• September 6 – SSD/CCSC Board Meeting, 10 AM to 12:00 AM, CCSC Clubhouse
• September 20 – Potluck (3rd Saturday) Bring a Dish, share food and stories!

CCSC is on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/CaesarCreekSoaringClub/
CCSC is on the Web https://www.soarccsc.com/



ASSESSMENT CONTINUANCE TO COVER TARIFF CHARGE - Andrew Stringfellow President

To secure the best future for CCSC the two recent items we have purchased as a club are the land to the East of 
Elbon road and the brand new ASK21 “DN”. 

Unfortunately the 2025 budget, created in December 2024, did not cover paying a tariff of 10% on the new 
glider amounting to about $17,000. This has left the club with a total of $27,000 in the checking and savings 
funds. This is really not enough to cover a lot of our continued operations while maintaining a safe reserve for 
maintenance expenses. For instance, an engine replacement on a Pawnee would be $50,000 alone. The shortage 
in reserves is also the reason we have not had all the golf carts repaired recently.

To help with this situation the board has decided to reinstate the new glider assessment purely to cover the cost 
of the tariff. The assessment was $10 per month for full members and $3 for youth and will continue until the 
$17,000 is raised.

If you have questions or comments please feel free to contact me.

Thanks for making our club a great place to learn and enjoy aviation!

Andy Stringfellow

[Andy’s email and phone info can be found  in the member listing on our  website - Ed.]

Some notes about the new ship:
No training flights will be done in 
this new ship. As per the standard 
club ship use policy NO 
aerobatics are to be flown. Those 
members that do not adhere to 
that policy greatly risk revocation 
of their membership in the club. 
You will also note that the sitting 
position in this ASK are lower 
than the other ASK’s by a few 
inches. The airbrakes and release 
mechanism take more effort to 

work. Apparently the greater forces are an update to help inadvertent release or air brake deployments.

We are also reminding members that the only place you should open and close canopies in an ASK-21 is by using 
the metal handles accessible though the vent openings. Using the vent window  opening as lifting point is NOT
correct. And per usual the rear 
canopy is locked first and then the 
front. You should not need more 
than a few pounds of force to 
move the levers forward.  If you 
are, then STOP and check things 
out! Lastly use the canopy levers 
pushed fully forward and parallel 
with the rails as the indicator that 
the canopy is closed. Do not
under any circumstance put your 
hands above your head and push 
on the plexiglass. This is 
completely and absolutely NOT 
OK to do as the canopy closed and 
locked check. Keep this in mind as 
canopy replacement on this ASK 
will run about $7K to $8K, each, 
to replace if they are broken.

All member pilots that want to fly “DN” will need to get a check out flight with an instructor Checkouts will be 
recorded and posted the ops line. The checkout flights will be recorded on the flight cards. If you are not on the 
check out list you can not fly DN ship on your own. The check out is needed for the slight differences in how the 
ship operates. Once you are in the air it flys the same as the other “K’s” but with the noted increased force in 
the release and airbrakes release/stowage detent to operate them.

DN Tow Begins  Under Watchful Eyes - Jack Derrickson

Larry K and John M finishing the first flight - Jack Derrickson



SAILPLANE BATTERY CHARGER CONFUSION - FF Editor

Note that a battery charger was plugged into the wrong glider and the result was a destroyed a battery. Each 
ship’s own charger has that ship’s tail number clearly written on it. That charger is matched to the type and 
polarity of the battery in that ship. Make sure you double check that you are plugging in the correct labeled 
charger into the sailplane you are putting away for the evening. If you don’t do this we may have no sailplanes to 
fly the next day.

ADAM NUE TO AIR FORCE ACADEMY [CORRECTION] - FF Editor

This editor again apologizes for mis-naming Adam in the previous FF. As another incidence of coincidence, Adam 
will be joined by yet another YEW camp participant, Alex Pfleger, as a first year cadets at the academy. We wish 
them well at their new posting as they take on the rigors of physical and academic excellence.

CREW REPORTS [SELECTED] - FF Editor

2nd Sunday - Low ceilings and light winds.  Ops 27. 4 Instructor checkouts in the new ASK-21. As the ceilings 
lifted, 11 flights including 7 student flights. 

3rd Sunday - Zero flights due low ceilings and no customers. Longtime member Dick E. asked to be removed from 
the crew after 35 years. Patio swept  (lots of dead cicadas), cleaned bird stuff off plastic tables. The kitchen 
looked really good so people using it have been cleaning up after themselves.

4th Sunday - EXTREMELY HOT day at the field. Ops 27 as winds were out to the southwest. 12 flights.

 1st Saturday - 22 flights. Ops 27. 2 Introductory flights. Check L continued DN checkouts. Kubota has significant 
battery terminal corrosion. Mouse found making home in tow plane hangar cabinet (Keep door open for now - 
Ed). The windsock at the east end is hanging on by 1 connector. Helicopter and powered paraglider noted in area. 

2nd Saturday - 10 flights, Ops 27. Mostly students, before rain chased us from the field15:30.  One intro flight. 

GOLF CARTS ABANDONED / NO INFO ON RED TAGS - FF Editor

It was recently noted that two golf cards were found abandoned on the grounds; certainly not put away in the 
barn. There was no indication as to why and how the golf carts did not make their way back to the barn. It is not 
that hard to tow them back with another cart. Cart issues should be reported to the day’s crew chief to they can 
place them in the days operational notes.

We have also had a rash of golf cart issues where red tags may have been placed on the steering wheels but with 
absolutely no indication as to the problems the cart has and what date that it occurred. In the future please write 
the your name, the date, and the reason the cart has been “red-tagged”. It makes figuring things out so much 
easier and also lets people reach out to you for further questions that make diagnosis of issues easer.

BOARD MEETING SUMMARY - FF Editor

Aircraft - A ClearNav vario is being installed by Bob M. in DN. 2-33 135 is back from annual. 2-33 15H will be 
getting a new LiFePO4 battery. 1-26 548 is in search of an electric vario. 1-26 242 is going for it’s annual at 
Stewart’s.

Facilities - Tow hangar downspouts need reattachment. Service to be called to take trees down by power lines 
and remove rotten branches over some sites in camp ground. A “Things to Do” list will be put up in members only 
area of website.

Ops - Signal app is being used for coms. Two groups, one for crew chiefs to members, the other for “casual flying” 
notifications. Rules for flying DN put in place. East gas line replacement in progress.2026 XC Camp, 2027 Club 
Class Nationals, and 2028 1-26 Nationals (returning to CCSC) in the works. Richard C. is taking over making of 
the tow ropes. Student pilot’s first solo flights to be put into crew reports.

Events - Board thanked Nicole D., Linda M. and Harolyn B. For help with the DN dedication setup and treats.

YOUTH CAMP UPDATE - FF Editor

The Youth Education Week (YEW) finished on Friday 7/11. In talking with Andrew Breeze-Stringfellow about 
the camp he reported that there where some great flying days at the start. Campers that have started the camp 
with no flying experience got to the point of doing full circuits with no assistance as those young minds learn 
quick! 

There where at least three solos and possibly a few more in the works in that last days. It has also been noted that 
more than a few YEW campers have gone onto flying careers in the military. A fuller article should be in the next 
FF edition.






