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TEN STEPS TO SAFER SOARING 
Reprinted from the Soaring Safety Foundation.  www.soaringsafety.org 

 
1. Maintain Personal Proficiency  
Although Federal Aviation Regulations are quite specific in describing the minimum amount of recent 
experience required to act as pilot in command of an aircraft, it is important to make the distinction 
between being current and being proficient. The adjective current is used to describe a state of being 
up to date or occurring within a recent period of time. Proficiency, on the other hand, relates to the 
ability to perform a skill with expert correctness. Being legally current to act as pilot in command 
does not necessarily imply the level of proficiency needed to do so. Pilots are encouraged to develop 
a personal proficiency program that allows continuous development of critical flight skills. This is 
especially important during inactive periods between soaring seasons.  

2. Use Checklists Effectively 
Checklists are a vital component of the operational safety of our sport. The use of checklists is 
appropriate in all aspects of soaring, including glider assembly, pre-flight inspection, pre-takeoff and 
pre-landing, and post-flight disassembly. However, a checklist is only as good as the effort put forth 
in using it. The most frequent contributing factors in premature terminations of the tow accidents, 
for example, can be traced directly to improper use of the checklist. Other operational areas that 
may have serious consequences that result from the lack or improper use of the checklist include 
glider assembly, pre-flight inspection, and pre-landing. The Soaring Safety Foundation encourages all 
pilots to not only use checklists, but to use checklists properly.  

3. Properly Prepare for Each Flight 
Inadequate preflight preparation continues to be one of the most common causes of general aviation 
accidents. Preflight preparation encompasses a wide range of activities that include glider assembly, 
pre-flight inspection of the aircraft and related equipment, weight and balance calculations, a review 
of appropriate meteorological information, and consideration of regulatory issues that are applicable 
to the airspace through which the flight is planned. Additionally, the pilot's level of proficiency, 
physical condition, and physiological needs must also be considered. These examples represent only 
a portion of the tasks required to properly prepare for each flight. Remember, FAR 91.103 states, 
"Each pilot in command shall, before beginning a flight, become familiar with all available 
information concerning that flight."  

4. Conduct Positive Control Checks Frequently 
Several years ago, a promotion proclaiming the benefits 
of orange juice appeared on television. The theme of the 
advertisement was the idea that orange juice wasn't just 
a breakfast drink anymore. The marketing campaign 
focused on the concept that the customer would realize 
the same benefits of the juice regardless of when it was 
consumed. This same rationalization can be applied to 
the positive flight control check. It is, of course, 
necessary to conduct a positive control check after the 
glider is assembled. However, the integrity of the flight 
control system can be disrupted in ways other than the 
assembly process. It is possible that operational damage 
or malfunction may affect the continuity of the flight 
controls in a manner that may not be readily apparent 
during pre-flight inspection or the flight control check 
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conducted before takeoff. A positive control check is always appropriate during the pre-flight 
inspection of the glider, especially if the pilot has any reason to question the integrity or proper 
operation of the flight control system. Remember, the positive control check isn't just for post-
assembly anymore!  

5. Know the Standard American Soaring Signals 
In 1993, the Soaring Safety Foundation adopted a new signal designed to warn pilots of the glider's 
spoilers being inadvertently extended in-flight. In spite of the adoption of this signal, accidents 
resulting from spoilers being inadvertently opened on takeoff continue to occur. In many cases, 
either the tow pilot is not aware of the existence of the signal or the pilot of the glider does not 
understand its meaning. Even if aircraft radios are used as the primary means of communication, it 
is vital for pilots of both the towing aircraft and the glider to understand the meaning and proper use 
of the Standard American Soaring Signals. It is equally important for all ground personnel to 
understand and use proper signals as well.  

6. Always Plan for Emergencies 
Pilots should always have a plan of action in mind to address potential emergency situations. This is 
especially true during takeoff, when the pilot has a limited amount of time and altitude available to 
use in reacting to an emergency. The Soaring Safety Foundation strongly recommends adding an E, 
for Emergency Plan, to every pre-takeoff checklist. Emergency plans are just as important for other 
phases of flight as well. Having an emergency plan in mind will allow the pilot to concentrate on the 
most important of all tasks - flying the glider!  

7. Maintain Situational Awareness 
In recent years, the frequency of accidents resulting from gliders being landed short of the selected 
landing area has continued to increase. In fact, land-short accidents have been the most common 
type of soaring accident recorded during the past two years. Frequently, these accidents occur 
during the landing approach at the conclusion of a local flight. Common contributing factors cited in 
land-short accidents are unanticipated sink, higher than expected winds, and misjudgments of 
altitude on the final approach. Pilots must develop and maintain an awareness of meteorological 
conditions or other circumstances that may affect the altitude required to safely complete the 
approach and landing. This awareness will help the pilot recognize and compensate for the effects of 
abnormal conditions that may be encountered during the landing approach.  

8. Use Effective Collision Avoidance Techniques 
With the increasing complexity of the national airspace system and the multitude of aircraft types 
competing for the limited amount of airspace available, effective collision avoidance techniques have 
become an absolute necessity on every flight. Collision avoidance is an ongoing process that begins 
before the glider ever leaves the ground. Regardless of whether the pilot intends to make a local or 
cross-country flight, proper planning is essential in minimizing the potential of a mid-air collision. 
Pilots should be familiar with proper pattern procedures at non-towered airports, the use of common 
traffic advisory frequencies and proper scanning techniques and clearing procedures. Additionally, 
pilots should be knowledgeable of any special requirements for the airspace through which a flight is 
planned.  

9. Eliminate Obstructions in Close Proximity to the Runway 
For the past several years, obstructions in close proximity to the runway have resulted in a 
significant number of accidents, second only to gliders being landed short of the intended landing 
area. The most common culprits are automobiles and other aircraft parked near the takeoff and 
landing area. Surprisingly, gliders damaged by hitting obstructions on airports outnumber those 
reported damaged by obstructions during off-airport landings. The most frustrating aspect of this 
type of occurrence is that most obstruction related accidents are easily preventable. The key to 
preventing this type of accident is simple. Keep all parked aircraft and other obstructions well clear 
of the takeoff and landing area. This can be accomplished by designating a staging area for gliders 
being readied for takeoff and for aircraft not in use. Other surface vehicles should be parked in an 
area separate from all aircraft.  
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10. Make Safety the Primary Goal in all Decision-making 
The sport of soaring is unsurpassed in terms of its beauty and serenity. Pilots are attracted to 
soaring for a number of reasons, most notably the sense of freedom and degree of personal 
challenge. Soaring provides a level of enjoyment and companionship unmatched by any other form of 
aviation. However, the personal benefits of our sport diminish very quickly when pilots are injured 
and gliders are damaged or destroyed.  

Preventing the most common types of soaring accidents represents a serious challenge to the 
soaring community. The good news is that challenge creates opportunity. Preventing the most 
common types of accidents provides us with the unique opportunity to significantly reduce the 
number of soaring accidents and, in doing so, make the sport much safer for everyone. The benefits 
of opportunity, however, demand responsibility. Pilots must accept the responsibility to conduct all 
flight operations with safety as the primary objective. Every decision of every flight should first be 
considered in terms of how it will influence the safe operation of the flight. Only by making safety the 
primary goal in all decision-making, will we ever hope to eliminate the most common causes of glider 
accidents. 
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Women in Aviation Conference 
  
     CCSC and the Women Soaring Pilots combined to participate in the Women in Aviation 
Conference held in March at the Cincinnati Convention Center.   Over 2000 women 
and men attended this three-day conference.  All branches of the military plus commercial aviation 
companies from Alaska Airlines to UPS had booths and programs.  We were in good company!  We 
were the only booth to offer soaring information, and many pilots and future pilots stopped by 
to learn about the sport.  This was the first time our two organizations had participated in this type 
of activity.    
      Many thanks to our convention workers:  Carol and Rich Carraway, Gloria Dalton, Katie 
Menchen, Sarah Palmer, and Janet Sorrell.    

Annual Meeting of CCSC Fight Instructors 
 

There will be an annual meeting for all CCSC CFI-Gs on Saturday, May 
17th, 2003 in the CCSC clubhouse. The meeting will begin promptly at 

9:00 AM.  All CCSC Flight Instructors are requested to attend. 
 

Joe Jackson 
CCSC Chief Flight Instructor 

The Soaring Society of Dayton, Inc. 
Annual Stockholders Meeting 
Tuesday, April 8, 2003  7 PM 

Caesar Creek Gliderport 

This is your chance to learn what your Board of Directors have been doing,  
plan to be do, and getting your views and input directly to them. 
A few possible topics come to mind such as: 
 
1. Should we become a public use airport ? 
2.Should we start a sinking fund for the possible purchase of a new site? 
3.Should we sell off road frontage lots to start this fund? 
4. Should we lease aircraft to individual stockholders for their business use? 
5. Should SSD cancel the CCSC lease and go back to being the SSA Chapter ? 
 

Bring you ballot with you and vote. 
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PLAN A PARTY AT CCSC 
 
It’s party season at CCSC and
everyone can participate.  There’s no
such thing as a bad party, although
some are certainly better then others.
So if you have an idea for party that
might be a little different, or if you
would just like to take charge and
show off your party animal qualities
contact Dick or Sandy Holzwarth at: 
(937) 885 4156. 

  
Submissions for The Frequent Flyer should be 

sent to: 
 

aaronsorrell@ameritech.net 
- or - 

Aaron Sorrell 
128 McDaniel St. 

Dayton, Ohio 45405 
(937) 220-9026 

55th Wright Memorial Glider Meet 
Sport Class Contest, Ox Roast, and 

General Soaring Party 
24-26 May 2003 

 
July 7-17, 2003 

1-26 Championships 
Hosts: Caesar Creek Soaring Club 

Contact: Pat De Naples 
ccsc@go-concepts.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come join Bob Root and Pat De Naples on their 29th 
annual Spring ridge soaring camp at Tom Knauff’s and 
Doris Grove’s Ridge Soaring Gliderport in Julian PA.  
In 1975, Bob, Pat and John Bennet mined three 
diamonds, a Silver Badge, and three Gold Badges in 
two days in the same 1-26 in those fabulous hills of 
Pennsylvania.  There’s lots more treasures yet in those 
hills waiting for you, too.  
 
We plan to leave on April 20 for a ten-day camp. To 
date the following will also be there: Jim Hurst, Bill 
Maxwell, Max Marshall, Jim Price and Rolf Hegele. 
 
If you’re interested, contact Pat or Bob for more info.  
Bring you own pick, shovel and pan. 
 
     
 Pat De Naples# 322 

Classifieds 
For Sale: 
1977 MacGregor 22’ Venture sailboat with 5hp Evinrude.  Sleeps 4. $3250 Complete and ready 
to sail.  Remember that glider pilots make natural sailors.  Gene Wade 937-667-5619 
 
For Sale: 
One-fifth share of Big Wings, ASH-25E, including Cobra trailer, competition instruments, new 
winglets and 55-1 L/D. Contact Greg Crook at 513-494-1350 or email gregcrook@att.net. 
 
For Sale: 
Dutchman Travel Trailer, 1991, 30', $8000, OBO, currently on site at the CCSC campgrounds, 
contact Greg at 513 494 1350 or greg.crook@att.net. 

 



 

 6

 
 
 

Date              Crew Chief                 Tow Pilots                     Instructors                    Ground Crew 

1st Sat 
& 3/29 

A. Sorrell 
Daugherty 

J. Armor 
T. Hudson 

R. Hennig 
W. Miley 

J. Beaupre,  J. Chiles,  A. Colvin, D. Colvin, 
P. Nord,  Dave Edwards,  J. Lowe  

1st  Sun 
& 3/30 

M. Karraker 
R. Carraway 

M. Maurer 
N. Maurer 
D. Schmidt 

A. Swanson 
J. Sorrell 

W. Van Breukelen,  M. Jett,  W. Schmid 
M. Munz,  B.& B Towne,  J. Miles,  D. Rawson 
S. Tagariello,  T..Lynch 

2nd Sat 
& 5/31 

R. Root 
D. Staarmann R Anderson 

J. Price 
J. Hurst 
M. Williams 

J. Antrim, J. Biernacki,  B. Connolly,  W. Detert,  
S. Trefzger,  J. Benner,  J. Inman  

2nd Sun 
& 6/29 

D. Menchen 
J. Muth 

L. Kirkbride 
F. Hawk 
T. Holloran 

G. Wade 
T. Rudolf 

R. Anderson,  Ed Dorosz,  M. & L. McKosky, 
K. Menchen,  P. Pedersen,  J. Palfery,  R.Sexton 
M. Debeque,  J. Smissaert,  T. & G.  McDonald, 
H Goebel  

3rd Sat 
& 8/30 

R. Griffiths 
 

D. Green 
R. Hegele 
A. Widner 

B. Gaerttner 
C. De Berry 

 
B. Boesel,  R.  Weaver,  D. Klenbanow 
E. Lopez, T. Bresser, T. Lynch,  J. Miquel 
H. Poelzing,  P. Vintrup,  D. Rivers 
 

3rd Sun 
& 8/31 

J. Morari 
B. Paar B. Oagley 

R. Eckels * 
B. Gabbard 
J. Walasek 

S. Estell,  K. Sorrell,  J. Koons,  M. Keller 
 K. Robertson,  S. Shields,  T. Bonser 
R. Reinhart,  J. Macnicol 

4th Sat 
& 11/29 

J. Miceli 
J. Murray 

T. Bales 
G. Byars 
S. Day 

J. Jackson ** 
T. Bales 

T. Spillane, C. Lohre, H. Meyerrose, E. Saladin, 
B. Stoops, A. Dignan  

4th Sun 
&11/30 

R. Holzwarth 
M. Statt 

F. Paynter 
R. Scheper J. Lubon C. Burns,  R. Cedar,  G. Crook, B. Kish, 

J. Jordan,  P. Lubon,  G. Stengel,  G. Berneir 

Floating  
Crew  

T. Buker 
R. Cluxton 
R. Garrison 
E. Gieselman 
J. Goabel 
G. McDowell 
G. Owen 
G. Penner 
E. Rutherford 
G. Tyler 
 

T. Buker 
R, Cluxton 
R. Garrison  
J. Goebel 
G. McDowell 
       
G. Penner 
E. Rutherford 
         
G. Tyler          
 

D. Taschuk 

* Designated Examiner                 ** Chief Instructor 
If you are not assigned to a crew and would like to be, contact Dave Menchen at  

513-779-0821. 

Crew Schedule 


