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CAESAR CREEK TICK

by Jim Hurst

The Caesar Creek Scaring
Qub (CCSC) of Waynesville,
Ohio is regarded as one of the
most successful “club” opera-
tions inthe United States. It has
boasted 150 to 200 members
for thelast 250rs0 years, oper-
ates 3 tow plarl:sy:and xgr‘::n
club gliders from its own
glider port,and has the lowest
rates for tows, instruction and
shiprentalweknowof.In1991,

held its 43rd Annual
Wright Memorial Glider Meet,
#s9thRegion6 Championship,
andits4th 1-26 Championship.
How dowedo it?

The story begins in Dayton,
Ohio in 1946 when a young
mannamedMarvFrostbought
a used glider, an LK-10. Marv
had takenalittlegliderinstruc-
tion in Michigan in 1941, but
had notyet soloed.

ThenMarvlooked up Floyd
Sweet who was a ghder flight
mstructor, and who was sta-
tionedatWright-Patterson Air
Force Base. Floyd and a friend,

Ealy found another LK-
10, and Paul Bikle, ako work-
ing at Wright-Patterson, lo-

A view of Caesar Creek Gliderpart showing the grid during the 1991

cated a TG3, and they all as- 1-26 Campionships. Photography by Jim Walasek.

sembled atthe South DaytonAirport.

It was 1948 before they started oper-
ating after having once recovered the
wings on Marv's LK-10 which were
punctured severelybya hail storm,and
Elettingﬂ\eowmrofaBT-Bto uta tow

itch on his plane. Sometime thereafter,
the Soaring Society of Dayton (SSD)
was formed. One of the earliest stated
goals of SSD was to some day have its
own gliderport. It was an ambitious
goal for such a small group of young
men, but one which was never totally
outoftheir minds, even at imes when
theidea seemed ridiculous.

Over the years the management of
SSD always seemed to be far enough
ahead of the game to have the equip-
ment necessary to satisfy the member-
ship increases In their third year of
operation, they bought their first tow

22

plane,a Stinson L-5N61578
George Stillwagon, the maintenance
chieffor many years, bir Trade-

A-Plane for engines, jugs, wheels and
whatever. We even had an extra set of
wings which could be recovered when-
ever1tbecame apparent that the set in
use would likely fail next year's punch
test “Old Faithful” performed well for
over thirty years before she was finally
retired

SSDwasbadly shakenwhentheSouth
Dayton Airportclosed in 1954. A hous-
ingdevelopmentbegan tosurroundthe
airport and the homeowners com-
plained about airplane noise. Finally,
the airport was dosed after a Bonanza
hita house.

The SSD board went shopping for a

nearby airport where gliders could o)
erate and rather qukE}y discovere

WWII practice/emergency
landing field which had been
adopted by the city of Rich-
mond, Indiana as the Rich-
mond Municipal Airport.
There were three 5000 foat or
so runways, taxiways and a
few “T" hangars. 5D flew
their L-5 and their newly ac-
quired 2-22 to Richmond and
staked their chim ontiedown
ce.Itwasalmost afifty mile
ive from Dayton, but no-
body seemed to mind.

The first 2-22 was N91847
which had an openback seat.
She was later affectionately
alled “Old Yellow." We ac-
quired a brand new 2-22C in
1958, N3909A, towed from
Elmira by Tom Holloran in
the L-5 with Pat Clcse flying
the2-2C Thisprovided anew
trainer witha dosed rearcock-
pit so that “Old Yellow” was
availableforthesolo students.

Bythis time a aew schedule
had been developed for each
weekend day of the month
There was a tow pilot far each
day (with some pilots dou-
blingup)butonly four instruc-
tors were on the schedule.

Something happened intheearly 60's
Joe Bearden from Cinannati beame a
member, got his commercial license and
began instructing. When he gaverides
tovisitors, he would give them the stick
and no matter how sloppily they flew,
he would charm them with his Ah-
bama accent, “Are you sure you ain't
never flown before?” Joe won prizes
several yearsinarow forrecruiting new
members, mostly from Cincinnati, and
a new market was tapped.

Word of the club’s activities spread
rapidly: “Glider flying at Richmond
Airport. Only $4.00 a tow. Instruction
FREE! The second L-5, N69892, in-
tended asa spare tobe used when “Old
Faithful” was hid up, began to beused
almost every day when a second tow
pilot was available. As theclub grew we
finally had two tow pilots scheduled
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every day, and at least one instruc-
tor, sometimes two. For the first 10
to 12 years of operation, the club |
averaged 700 to 800 tows a year. |

Then in the ‘60’s, 2000 tows, 2500 | &+
tows, 3000 tows! *

Soaring took off as a popular |-
sport all over the country, so the |
initialgrowthwasn'tallour doing. |
Butnowthat we wereon aroll, we
had to make the most of our good
fortune. We had to supply the
equipment necessary tosatisfy our
expanded membershipand wehad
the opportunity to think anew
about the long range goal of hav-
ing our own gliderport.

In 1966, we realized that as a
non-profit organization, we could
never generate the money neces-
sary to buy the land for our own
gliderport. Therefore, we incorpo-
rated for profit in 1966 and autho- J :
rized the sale of 2000 shares of a3 ;
stock at a price of $100 a share. > A w“; pariBs e |
Members wereallowed to buy one S - . L
share of stock for each year they George Stillwagon (left) and Marv Frost, twoof SSD's
were in the club. founding fathers, splicing amanila rope beforethedays

The previous year we had sold of polypropylene. Circa1960.
the idea of a higher performance two-  son. Wedidn'tknow how theideawould
place glider (Ka-7) to be financedbyan ~ go over,but to our surprise, 57 people
“extralevel” membershipat$100aper-  plunked down their $100, and the Ka-7

was all but paid for.

Our membershipis primarilydrawn
from theind ustrial areas of Daytonand
Cincinnati, Ohio and includes many
members from a number of prominent
local employers such as Procter and
Gamble, National Cash Register, Gen-
eral Electric and Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base. Our membership also in-
cludes doctors, lawyers, dentists, archi-
tects, accountants, college professors,
and engineers of all sorts. We felt that
our membership had the wherewithal
to finance the gliderport when the time
came.

In 1967, after investigating afew pri-
vate landing strips, we discovered “the
farm." It wasa reasonably level piece of
ground near Waynesville, Ohio, conve-
niently located between our major cen-
ters of population. It was planted in
beans and corn. The owner worked a
full time job in Dayton. He barely had
time to tend his crops and cattle, so the
place had weeds. I mean lots of weeds.

Aftera thorough investigation of the
property, and the mood of the local
zoning authorities, it looked like this
was the place. The SSD Board of Direc-
tors, with the permission of the owner,
invited the members to come and in-
spect. Then a pitch was made explain-



Jim Hurst, theauthor, getting ready foradayoftowing - anybody does) or on a $10 a

in SSD'’s second L-5, N69892. Circa 1967.

ing that$20,000 was needed foradown
payment, and now was the time to get
seriousaboutinvestinginSSDstock. As
with the Ka-7, the money rolled in and
wesoonhadthedownpaymentinhand.

feet wide at the other. We
started a limited operation at
the farm, with private tows
only, keeping the training
operation at Richmond. In
1972, we left Richmond, and
started operating full time at
Waynesville.

The “farm” was financed
byvoluntarystocksalesin the
beginning. Now each mem-
berisrequiredtobuy 10shares
of stock ($1000) which canbe
bought immediately (hardly

month installment plan.

Sharesareredeemableat$100each |

when a member leaves the club.
A modest income from the fly-
ing operation, plus stock sales, has
allowed us to make all the neces- |
sary improvements on the prop- |
erty and update flying |

equipment. We paid off
themortgageinlate1991.

now includes two Pawnees,
anL-19 (aKoreanwar veteran),
three 2-33’s, two 1-26’s, one 2-
22C and a Grob 103. Our first
B 2-22,“Old Yellow” wassold to
| a nearby commercial opera-
tion at Waynesville Airport
and is still flying.
Not counting the runway,

It looks like Harlcy Slmﬁ'r ( cmh'r) is receiving two trophies we probably have 25 acres of
atan early Wright Memorial Glider Meet from Julian Allen  grass where the weeds were

(left) and an unidentified meet official.

We took possession in 1968.
Weboughtatractorand amower.We
paid to havethebean field graded. The
State of Ohio provided free seed for
ground cover. They also supplied hun-
dredsofevergreenseedlingswhichnow
line the road and provide the wind
breaks around theproperty. Theresult
is a 2800 foot east/west runway, 600
feet wide at the busy east end, and 300

waist high 25 years ago. This

includes space for tiedowns,
parking, picnicking and camping. We
have 25 permanentcamp sites with con-
crete patios (with electrical service pro-
vided, now big enough to handle mi-
crowaves) and space for 15 to 20 tran-
sient campers.

The picnic shelter which will seat
about 100 people has a spit big enough
to roast an ox (which it has on many
occasions) plusalarge grilland acouple
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Bruce Helvie holding a silver cup won in a Wright
The flying equipment Memorial Glider Meet in the late 7960°s.
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of refrigerators for liquid refreshment.

Tow planes are stored in the remains
of the original barn which has been
remodelled for the purpose. The barn
also houses the tractor, lawn mowers,
ground handling equipment, spare
parts, tool shed, and our equipment
van.

We recentlycompleted construction
of a new hangar large enough to house
alltheclubgliders plusafew more, plus
space for a heated workshop and an
office. Thehangar was financed by bor-
rowing from the members, and all the
loans were paid off inless thanayear. A
pole barn (roof only) is available for
storage of privately owned gliders and
trailers.

The Caesar Creek Soaring Club was
organized as a separate organization a
few yearsback tospread theworkload,
so that now the Soaring Society of Day-
ton owns all the equipment, buildings
and grounds and maintains the real
estate, while CCSC runs the glider op-
eration and maintains the flying equip-
ment.

Our charges are modest. A 2000 foot
tow is$12.00. Useofa clubglider is$2.50
per flight ($10.00 for the Grob) with a
onehourlimit.Our feesarealso reason-
able for aircraft or trailer storage and
permanent or temporary camp sites.

What's the secret to success? As with
every organization which uses volun-
teer help, there has always beena cadre
of dedicated people who have worked
tirelessly for the club.

Julian Allen was one of those whose
influence and energies were felt in the
club for25 years until he retired and left
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the area. Heserved many yearsassecre-
tary and his basement was “club head-
quarters” where the tow sheets were
assembled and supplied to the trea-
surer for billing, the newsletter was
published and the club records were
kept. Julian and a few other members
wereatthefield almostevery Saturday,
rain or shine. If we couldn’t fly, there
was always some chore that needed to
be done.

The late Walt Hermann was instru-
mental in finding the gliderport, nego-
tiatingwiththeownerand dealing with
the local zoning commission to get the
property approved for use as a glider-
port. Walt was a past president and a
long time member of the Board of Direc-
tors, who took an active interest in the
management of the gliderport.

George Stillwagon, the most experi-
enced tow pilot in the club, has not
counted how many tows he has made
inthelast40orsoyears, butIhear hehas
about700hoursof towing time. He has
amachine shop in his basement where
he has made all manner of parts for
airplanes, gliders, tow vehicles, lawn
mowers and who knows whatall.

Gloria Daltonisatthegliderportmost
weekends. She edits and assembles the
monthly newsletter, handles the crew
schedule and can supply any sort of
piece of paper you need, such as tow
tickets, membership applications, pre-
solowrittentests, training record forms
and whatnot.

Henry Meyerrose, acabinetmakerby
trade, designed and supervised the
building of many of the facilities on the
gliderport,suchasthe giant picnicshel-
ter, the crow’s nest (an elevated meet
communications center) and the club-
house. He gets involved in plumbing,
electrical work and all sorts of repairs.
He is the one who keeps an eye on the
condition of the buildings and lets us
know when we fail to notice that some-
thing needs attention. He taught many
ofustohold ahammerby the end of the
handle.

Pat DeNaples, erstwhile navy pilot
and retired concreteexpert,and hiswife
Mary, live in the original farm house.
Patis the club business manager, long-
timetreasurer, and by his very presence
gets involved in almost everything the
club does. Pat gets criticized for two
things: (I) assuming too much authority
inthe running of the gliderport, and (2)
not assuming enough authority in the
running of the gliderport. Itsounds like
he does it about right.

Bruce Helvie soloed a glider in 1930
fromabungee launchoffahillin Akron,
Ohio which later became the site of the
Soapbox Derby. In 1932, he had a six-
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Communications headquarters at a 15-Meter Class championship at Springfield, Ohio in the
carly 1970's. Left to right: Unidentified with the mike, Steve Lindenbaum, Bob Ettinger on the

ladder, Bob Phillips and Bob Hawley.

hour flight on a ridge in Elmira. The
next day somebody had a seven hour
flight. He has a 1932 soaring license
signed by thethen-president oftheSoar-
ing Society of America, Orville Wright.
He wasacivilian glider flight instructor
for the Army in World War II. He has
been one of the club’s most ardent sup-
rters and workers. He was our chief
ight instructor for many years. He is
still an active pilot, owning pieces of
two sailplanes.

The club has no employees. Crew
chiefs, tow pilots, instructorsand ground
crew are all club member volunteers
who agree to work one day a month. In
exchange, a member gets a $5 per tow
discount. All students are required to
workon crew until they gettheir rating.

Whenyou get 150 to 200 professional
people together, you’ve gota big collec-
tion of talent. Everything which we can
do to repair/maintain/improve the
grounds and equipment we do our-
selves. We hire work done only when
we have to, which is remarkably sel-
dom.

Many people are on temporary as-
signments inthis areaand consequently,
there is an ongoing turnover of profes-
sional people. This has helped to pro-
vide aconstantstream of new students
in the past thirty years, and the student
training program s thebackboneof the
operation.

Ihavealways felt that the best feature
about CCSCisthatanyoneinterested in
flying can getasmuchoutof theclubas
he wants to put into it. I joined in 1962
with some power time and no license.
The club helped me geta private glider
rating in 1963, and I spent the next year

riding passengers (over 200 flights)
when Iwasn’tflyingmg 1-23.Thecom-
mercial rating and CFIG soonfollowed.
Glider time, includingglidercrosscoun-
try time contributed tomy requisites for
a power rating which came in 1965. As
soon as I had 200 hours of flying time, I
was checked out to tow. Since then,
about 80% of my flying has been free,
and I haven’tbeen stealing. Many of our
instructors and tow pilots have done it
the same way. The students getlow cost
tows and free instruction and every-
body is happy. What a great arrange-
ment!

We are very fortunate that the Soar-
ing Societyof Dayton and its offspring,
The Caesar Creek Soaring Club were
conceived by the right people, at the
ri‘ght time and in the right place. Some
of the right people have been credited
above,buttherearetoomany tomention

Therighttime was before land values
were inflated to the point that our piece
of ground would be unaffordable. The
right place is a primarily agricultural
area, where a reasonably level piece of
ground was available, surrounded by
neighbors most of whom are remark-
ably tolerant of airplane noise, with a
population of over 1.5 million people
within a 50 mile radius.

Having takenadvantage of this lovely
set of circumstances, the management
of CCSC focusesitsattentionexclusively
onactivities related to glider flying and
promotionofcamaraderieamong glider
pilots, serving well the needs of its own
members while strongly supporting
regional and national soaring activities.
An organization like this may never
happenagain. |
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